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Vanguardia hall, entrance on Alvarez Quintero street
Opening hours: Monday through Saturday, Il am to 2 pm and 6 pm to 9 pm
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MAPS EXHIBITION

SEVILLE'S CARTOGRAPHIC HERITAGE
FROM THE 15TH TO THE 18TH CENTURIES

MAPS AND BOOKS BELONGING TO THE

e COLUMBINE LIBRARY

e GENERAL ARCHIVE OF INDIES

e ANCIENT COLLECTION OF THE LIBRARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SEVILLE

Since the dawn of mankind, every civilization has made
maps. Those from Antiquity hardly have survived. During
the Middle Ages, maps made in Europe were largely
schematic and symbolic.

Then came the I5th century, when Ptolemy’s geo-
graphical work was rediscovered. As the I6th century
and the Renaissance progressed, the work of Flemish
cartographers such as Gerardus Mercator and Abraham
Ortelius was instrumental in making maps increasingly
more accurate.

Columbus’ voyage changed the course of history. His
travel plans are captured in some handwritten notes on
how to get to the Indies by sailing West, while his
return is represented by the letter reporting on his dis-
coveries, which became a true best-seller in Europe.

We end with seven beautiful manuscriptal maps,
drawn in ink and watercolored by settlers, friars and
jurists, and sent with their reports and claims to the
distant bureaucracy of a large colonial empire.




